VII:4: There were two cedars on the.Mount of Olives. Under one of 
them there were four stalls, selling food preserved in a condition of 
cultic cleanness [to be eaten in Jerusalem]. And from one they would 
produce forty seahs’ weight of pigeons a month, and from these they 
would provide bird offerings for all of Israel. [From] Simeon’s Gate 
they would put forth 300 barrels of thin cakes among the poor every 
Sabbath eve. Then why was it destroyed? There is he who says, “It was 
because of fornication.” There is he who says, “It was because they 
would play ball [waste their time, instead of studying Torah].” 


VII:5: Said R. Yohanan, “Eighty thousand apprentice priests were 
killed because of the shedding of the blood of Zechariah.” R. Yudan 
asked R. Aha, “Where did they kill Zechariah, in the Women’s Court 
or in the Israelites’ Court?” He said to him, “It was neither in the 
Women’s Court nor in the Israelites’ Court, but in the courtyard 
reserved for the priests.” And they did not treat his blood either as one 
does with the blood of a ram or as one does with the blood of a deer. 
There it is written, “[Any man also of the people of Israel, or of the 
strangers that sojourn among them, who takes in hunting any beast or 
bird that may be eaten] shall pour out its blood and cover it with 

dust” (Lev. 17:13). But here it is written, “For the blood she has shed 
is still in the midst of her; she put it on the bare rock, [she did not pour 
it upon the ground to cover it with dust]” (Ezek. 24:7). And why? “To 
rouse my wrath, to take vengeance, I have set on the bare rock the 
blood she has shed, that it may not be covered” (Ezek. 24:8). Seven 
sins did the Israelites commit on that day. They killed priest, prophet, 
and judge. They spilled innocent blood. They contaminated the 
courtyard. And it was a Sabbath that coincided with the Day of 
Atonement as well. Now when Nebuzaradan came here, he saw the 
blood bubbling up. He said to them, “What is this?” They said to him, 
“Tt is the blood of the bullocks, sheep, And rams that we offer on the 
altar.” Forthwith he brought bullocks, rams, and sheep and slaughtered 
them on it, and still the blood was bubbling up. Since they did not 
confess to him. he [ordered them] suspended on the gallows [for 
torture]. They said, “It appears that the Holy One, blessed be he, wants 
to escape from our hand vengeance for his blood.” They said to him.” 
It is the blood of a priest, prophet, and judge, who prophesied against 
us concerning everything that you are now doing to us, and we rose up 
against him and killed him.” Forthwith he brought 80,000 appearance 
priests and slaughtered them on it, and still the blood bubbled up. At 
that moment he grew angry [at the blood], saying to it, “What to you 
want? Should we destroy your entire nation on your account?” 


